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SPREAD OF TERRORISM AND HATEMONGERING 


ECENT BOMBINGS of schools, churches, and syna- 

gogues, mainly in southern states, have been roundly 
denounced and intensively investigated, but to date few 
suspects have been arrested and none has been convicted. 
Meanwhile, an increasing volume of anti-Jewish and anti- 
Negro: literature, much of it plainly designed to inflame 
religious and racial hatred, has been placed in circulation 
around the country. To what extent the perpetrators of 
bomb. outrages.and the purveyors of hate literature are 
directly connected is problematical.! Although measures 
aimed to deter bombings and curtail distribution of hate 
literature are to be introduced in the 86th Congress, it is 
widely agreed that an aroused and determined public opin- 
ion is the main thing needed to put a quietus on fanatical 
deeds and words. 


BOMBING OF SCHOOLS AND PLACES OF WoRSHIP 


More than three score bombings or attempted bombings 
of religious institutions, schools, and residences have been 
reported since Jan. 1, 1957. The bombings have been di- 
rected in great majority against the homes of Negroes. or 
of white gentiles residing in the South and known to be 
sympathetic toward the struggle for Negro rights. How- 
ever, schools and places of worship have become increas- 
ingly favored targets. During the first 11 months of 1958, 
schools in four southern or border states and in New Mexico 
were blasted, and bombs damaged six Jewish structures in 
four states. 


Dynamiting of an integrated school at Osage, W. Va., in 
the early morning of Nov. 10 caused so much damage that 
the building may have to be replaced at an estimated cost 
of $350,000. The high school in Clinton, Tenn., integrated 


1 Five men indicted on charges of dynamiting a Jewish temple in Atlanta on Oct 
12 (trial of one began on Dec. 1) were all reported by the Anti-Defamation Leagu: 
of B'nai B'rith to have been “identified with the National States Rights Party.” 
A.D.L. in a apecial report, Oct. 15, described that party as an “extremist organization 
ee ‘of old-line anti-Semites who -have drawn in younger and more daring 
recruits.” 
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by court order in the autumn of 1956, had suffered an esti- 
mated $300,000 worth of damage from three explosions be- 
fore dawn on Oct. 5. A Negro grade school at Chattanooga, 
Tenn., was bombed last Jan. 19, and a Negro junior high 
school in Jacksonville, Fla., was dynamited on April 27. 
Nashville’s Hattie Cotton Elementary School, built in 1950 
at a cost of $500,000, was virtually demolished by midnight 
explosions in September 1957, shortly after its first grade 
had been integrated. 


The Reform Jewish Temple in Atlanta, Ga., suffered 
$200,000 damage from a dynamite explosion last Oct. 12. 
Two days later a bomb blasted out windows in a synagogue 
at Peoria, Ill. A dynamite explosion had done $30,000 
damage to the school-recreation annex of Temple Beth El 
in Miami on March 16, 1958, and on the same date the Jew- 
ish Community Center building in Nashville was ripped by 
dynamite. On April 27, the day the Negro junior high in 
Jacksonville was bombed, that city’s Jewish Center also 
was dynamited. 


Four Negro churches in the South have been bombed 
since Jan. 1, 1957, and hundreds of bomb threats by tele- 
phone callers have forced evacuation of churches, syna- 


gorues, and schools... Most of the bomb hoaxes have oc- 
curred in southern communities and seem to have been the 
product of tensions incident to the school desegregation 
controversy. For example, the appearance of Rep. Brooks 
Hays (D-Ark.), a moderate on the race issue, as guest 
speaker at Central Baptist Church in Miami, Nov. 9, in- 
spired telephoned bomb threats against that church as well 
as against a Catholic and a Methodist church in the same 
city.2. A rash of bomb threats invariably has followed fast 
on the heels of an actual explosion. Places subjected to 
bomb scares in Atlanta between Oct. 22 and Oct. 25 included 
two schools, two university buildings, and a hospital. Del- 
mar Jones, director of the Georgia Bureau of Investigation, 
said of bomb-threat callers on Oct. 25: “‘We’re not going to 
fool around with such sick-in-mind people. If we catch 
them, they are going to jail.” 


Sen. Jacob K. Javits and Sen.-elect Kenneth B. Keating; 
New York Republicans, asserted on Nov. 7, after a two- 
day tour of southern cities in which Jewish institutions 
had been bombed, that the attacks conformed to a “pattern 


2? Hays, president of the Southern Baptist Convention, was defeated for re-election 
on Nov. 4 by Dale Alford, a segregationist write-in candidate. 
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of terrorism.” The senators noted that some communities 
had been torn by the problems and publicity attending 
school desegregation, but they expressed the conviction that 
fanatics who disseminate hate literature were chiefly re- 
sponsible for. creating the pattern of terrorism. 


DISTRIBUTION OF HATE-PEDDLING PUBLICATIONS 


Some 40 monthly or semi-monthly publications, with an 
estimated. combined circulation of nearly one million, are 
currently in the business of fomenting racial or religious 
animosity. A similar number of ultra-nationalist _publi- 
cations occasionally print articles of a hate nature. Most 
of the extremist groups have no periodicals of their own, 
but they often turn out abusive or incendiary “flyers” for 
distribution at rallies or on picket lines. Most of the 
regular hate publications and most of the handouts vio- 
lently oppose any form of racial desegregation; a few are 
anti-Catholic; nearly all are anti-Jewish. 


The bulk of the hate literature that has flooded the South 
in the past three or four years has been imported from out- 
side the region. Arnold Forster, national civil rights di- 
rector of B’nai B’rith’s Anti-Defamation League, recently 
cited seven publications “most frequently used in southern 
tension situations.” 4 The number included several put out 
by long-established anti-Semitic agitators, who appear to 
have taken up the integration issue in order to exploit the 
anxieties it has. produced in the South. Common Sense, 
published in Union, N. J., by Conde McGinley, represents 
itself. as “the nation’s anti-Communist newspaper.” The 
House Committee on Un-American Activities said in a re- 
port on “Neo-Fascist and Hate Groups,” Dec. 17, 1954, that 
the professed purposes of Common Sense provided “poor 
disguise for some of the most vitriolic hate propaganda ever 
to come to the attention of the committee.” 


The American Nationalist, published monthly in Ingle- 
wood, Calif., by Frank. L. Britton, is a slick-paper tabloid 
splashed with color. The California American Legion in 
1955 denounced Britton as “an obscene professional bigot 
and supporter of such professional hatemongers as Gerald 
L. K. Smith and Robert Williams.” A third extremist sheet 


* Exact figures on the number and circulation of such publications are not avail- 
able. Many of them are in operation for a short time, disappear, and then reappear 
under a different name. 


*Arnold Forster, “The South: New Field for an Old Game,” ADL Bulletin, Oc 
tober 1958, p. 2. 
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widely circulated in. the South is the White Sentinel, pub- 
lished in St. Louis by the National Citizens Protective 
Association and formerly edited by John Hamilton, a long- 
time lieutenant of Smith. 


Hate publications originating in the Deep South include 
the Georgia Tribune, which dates from 1932 and whose 
editor, E. G. (Parson Jack) Johnston, has been a staunch 
supporter of the Ku Klux Klan; the Don Bell Report and 
Closer Up, two newsletters published in Palm Beach; The 
Virginian, published in Newport News by Lacey Jeffreys 
and edited by William S.ophenson; and The Thunderbolt, 
subtitled “The White Man’s Viewpoint,” which came into 
existence early last summer das “the official racial national- 
ist organ of the National States Rights Party.’’ 5 


Numerous other hate sheets are published elsewhere and 
circulated throughout the country. Some of the most reck- 
less attacks on racial or religious minorities appear in hand- 
outs, news releases, and pamphlets cranked out by one or 
another hate merchant and printed. under the auspices of 
his chief supporting group. 


TARGETS AND TACTICS OF THE HATE LITERATURE 


Hate material differs in tone, emphasis, and style, de- 
pending on the author and the intended audience. Draw- 
ings or photographs are frequently included, with accom- 
panying text designed to drive home the contention that 
Jews are conspiring to rule the world, or the argument that 
granting southern Negroes civil rights will end in “black 
supremacy” and “‘mongrelization” of the white race.. Sug- 
gestions for preventive action, conveyed to.readers directly 
or by: innuendo, range from discriminatory treatment to 
surreptitious violence. 


Mentioned in a typical monthly output as despicable vil- 
lains are not only “the Jews” and “the niggers,” but also 
the Supreme Court, lower federal courts, usurers, interna- 
tional financiers, former President Roosevelt; President 
Eisenhower (sometimes called “Ike the Kike’’), integra- 
tionists, Bernard Baruch (often described as “the most 
powerful man in the world”), Zionism, “foreign spenders,” 
Communism, and Socialism. These and other symbols of 
menace are usually set off against symbols of security—the 

‘A bate sheet of the same name and with an identical masthead was the official 


publication of The Columbians, a storm-troop organization which made headlines for 
a time immediately after World War II and then dropped into oblivion. 
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favorites being the Almighty, Jesus Christ, scientifie truth, 
the laws of nature, the Constitution, and local autonomy. 


Jews as a group and individuals of Jewish background 
are mentioned more often and in more combinations than 
any. other alleged malefactors. The hatemongers seldom 
accuse Negroes collectively of evil designs; on the contrary, 
they imply that the Negro mind is incapable of planning 
agitation or upheaval unless influenced by others. How- 
ever, particular Negroes who have excelled in some field 
are often singled out for attack, and white citizens are told 
that the best treatment for “aggressive niggers’ is quick 
reprimand to frighten or force them back into line. Gordon 
\W. Allport, professor of psychology at Harvard, has writ- 
ten of the demagogues and their followers: “Whatever is 
sensed as a threat is hated. The threat is never clearly 
defined. But underlying the abuse appears one fairly evi- 
dent theme—namely, fear of liberalism or social change.” & 


Economic sanctions are frequently championed. The 
White Sentinel has been trying for some time to promote 
a boycott of nationally advertised products whose makers 
have contributed to organizations which oppose segrega- 
tion. The November issue of The Thunderbolt urged its 
readers to “Remember, the Jew dosent [sic] respect either 
(Christ or Christmas, so for a truly Christian Holliday [sic], 
buy your seasons [sic] gifts only from fellow Christians.” 


The Aug. 1 issue of Common Sense pointed up a typical 
practice. It consisted of a single newspaper sheet with 
photographs and printed matter on both sides. The central 
feature, presented under a headline reading “Zionists Con- 
trol NAACP,” was a strip containing photographs of seven 
Negro leaders’? and, appended to each name, the number of 
Communist-front organizations to which the man was al- 
leged to have belonged. On the lower half of the page were 
photographs of five prominent Jews described as Marxists. 
One of them, Justice Felix Frankfurter, was called the 
“Zionist Jew [who] rules the Supreme Court with an iron 
fist.” 8 


* Gordon W. Allport, The Nature of Prejudice (1958, abridged edition), p. 388 


TRalph J. Bunche, deputy secretary general of the United Nations; W. E. B 
DuBois, one of the founders of N.A.A.C.P.; Hulan E. Jack, Manhaitan borough pres 
ident; Thurgood Marshall, special counsel of N.A.A.C.P.; Rep. Adam Clayton Powell 
(D-N.Y.) ; Channing Tobias, assistant treasurer of N.A.A.C.P.; Roy Wilkins, execu- 
tive secretary of N.A.A.C.P. 


“The other four pictured were Rep. Emanuel Celler (D-N.Y.), Sen. Jacob K 
Javita (R-N.Y.), former Sen. Herbert H. Lehman (D-N.Y.), Arthur B. 


Spingarn, 
N.A.A.C.P. president. 
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A booklet by John Kasper,’ notorious present-day agi- 
tator, has been described as ‘fa manifesto for bigots.” 
Published this year under the auspices of Kasper’s support 
group, the Seaboard White Citizens Council, the booklet 
asserted that men who “obscure or obliterate the natural 
distinctions” between the races were “not only blasphemous 
of the works of God, they also are condemning themselves 
and their children to certain doom.” 


Under the heading, “Communism Is Jewish,” Kasper 
contended that “Since its beginnings, alert observers have 
noted the steady, progress of Communism as an expression 
of Jewish aspirations and see Communism as_a subversive 
doctrine which has served exclusively the Jewish race.” In 
their “frantic effort to subvert Gentile order everywhere,” 
he maintained, Jewish interests have made the Negro a 
“Jew-stooge.”” This accomplishment was all the easier be- 
cause “The Nigra’s [sic] origins are African and by deny- 
ing him that heritage . .. he exists in this country as a 
rootless people easily misunderstood and more easily ex- 
ploited by the devilish Jews and degenerate whites.” It has 
been “chiefly through Jewish efforts” that “the Nigra has 
been agitated into demands ‘for equality’.” 


“Ultimately,” Kasper said, “we, in our young movement, 
envision the complete legal disenfranchisement and legal 
expulsion of the Jew from American national life.”” _The 
Negro would be permitted to remain, but the “only defect 
in segregation as a national policy’ must be remedied. 
“Not only should the Nigras not be taught in the same 
schools with the White races . .. Nigras must be taught the 
Constitution and NIGRA subjects, Nigra history, Nigra 
studies, Nigra arts, and Nigra livelihood.” Kasper con- 
cluded: “We will not fail in this struggle, even in death. 
To those who oppose us, Marxist, usurer, race-mixer, de- 
generate politician, we pledge eternal vigilance, eternal 
combativeness, even death!’ 

"@Sehe Raseer, Segregation or Death (1958). Kasper was convicted, Nov. 8. by an 
all-white jury in Nashville, Tenn., of inciting to riot when that city started desegre- 
gration of its public achools in 1957; he was sentenced to the workhouse for six months 
and fined $500. Kasper had been released from a federal reformatory, Aug. 1, after 


serving eight months of a one-year contempt sentence for having violated an injunc- 
tion against interfering with desegregation of the Clinton, Tenn., high school. 





Extremist Groups in the South 


HATE LITERATURE is distributed through the mails to 
subscribers and others, and through organizations which 
purchase the material in bulk. Most of the recent distri- 
bution in the South has. been by the latter method. The 
organizations doing the greater part of the buying fall into 
three categories: Ku Klux Klan groups; White Citizens 
Councils; and other groups which cannot be neatly classi- 
fied and in most cases have not banded together for con- 
certed action.!° 


The Klan organizations which began to reappear in 1955 
in different parts of the South, independently of one an- 
other, have had a generally hostile reception from public 
and press. - Political leaders have scrupulously avoided the 
Klan, and local police have taken vigorous action to break 
up Klan-sponsored gatherings and demonstrations. Forster 
wrote recently: “The Ku Klux Klan, although it has gained 
much newspaper coverage, is essentially a fragmented 
gutter-type movement consisting of small bands of men 
with little real leadership ability.- In the long view, it ap- 
pears to be a dwindling group.” !! 


The White Citizens Councils are organizations of con- 
siderably better standing than the Klan. The council move- 
ment, which originated in Mississippi after the Supreme 
Court handed down its decision on school desegregation in 
1954, swept spontaneously over the South. Its members, 
while universally dedicated to maintenance of racial segre- 
gation, are not as a rule of the same stamp as professional 
hatemongers. -However,.each local council is autonomous, 
and some of the local groups have bought and circulated 
material of an anti-Jewish as well as pro-segregationist 
character; others have tried to steer clear of items that are 
patently anti-Semitic. 


TYPICAL RECENT PRACTICES OF EXTREMISTS 


Much of the most intemperate agitation has been con- 
ducted by groups not formally connected with the citizens’ 


” Little is known about where the money comes from for hate literature. It is 
generally assumed that a small number of well-heeled “angels” pick up most of the 
tabs. Herman Edelsberg, director of the Anti-De’amation League's Washington 
office, estimated on Nov. 11 that “Organizations whose principal objectives are 
——— hate or suspicion toward Jews receive and spend more than $1.1 million 
annually.” 


" Arnold Forster, op. cit., p. 2. 
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councils or the Klan, though there may be some overlapping 
of membership. These groups, like the hate publishing out- 
fits, tend to come into and go out of existence fairly regu- 
larly; in recent months about 15 of them have been active 
in the South.’ They are run by a dozen or two experienced, 
full-time agitators or organizers who distribute the hate 
literature published by others or produce it themselves to 
suit some particular objective. When small bands picketed 
the White House and offices'of daily newspapers in Atlanta 
and Louisville last July 27, each group carried placards and 
handed out tracts bearing the signature of the National 
Committee to Free America From Jewish Domination. The 
material attempted to capitalize on the tension that accom- 
panied American and British troop landings in Lebanon 
and Jordan, respectively, by alleging that the “Jewish- 
controlled press lies about the Middle East” and that “Jews 
are the driving force behind the increasing agitation which 
is the cause of our racial strife.” ™ 


Rear Adm. John G. Crommelin (U.S.N., ret.), who sought 
the Democratic gubernatotial nomination in Alabama last 
spring, made violently anti-Semitic and pro-segregationist 


appeals during his campaign. Crommelin mailed out tracts 
by Conde McGinley and Gerald L. K. Smith and bought 
thousands of copies of McGinley’s Common Sense for cam- 
paign distribution. He frequently cited the hate press to 
support allegations in his speeches; in one telecast he said 
he had “tremendous evidence to support” the assertion that 
bombing of colored churches in Montgomery had been part 
of “a planned program by the Communist-Jewish conspir- 
acy to affect the civil rights legislation.” '4 


Although Crommelin received less than one-half of one 
per cent of the votes cast in Alabama’s primary on May 6, 
the National States Rights Party voted at a convention in 
Louisville on Aug. 30-31 to draft him as its candidate for 
President in the 1960 election.. The National States Rights 


12 They include the revived Knights’ of the White Camellia, led by Bill Hendrix of 
Oldsmar, Fla.; the National Committee to Free America From Jewish Domination, 
whose literature was printed by George Lincoln Rockwell, now of Arlington, Va.; the 
Seaboard White Citizens Council, whose guiding force has been. John Kasper; and the 
recently constituted National States Rights Party. Despite its name, the Seaboard 
White Citizens Council has no connection with the organized citizens’ council move- 
ment. 

 Pickets were arrested in both Atlanta and Louisville. Atlanta police said: “Each 
of the arrested persons was carrying a sign that was very derogatory to the Jewish 
people and we felt that to allow this to continue could be very detrimental to the 
peace, good order and dignity of the city.” Among five men sentenced in Atlanta to 30 
days at the prison farm were two now on trial-in connection with the bombing of 
Atlanta's Jewish temple. 

“The Christian Education Association, which owns Common Sénae, lista Crom- 
melin as one of its three stockholders. 
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Party was organized last spring at a convention attended 
by about 100 delegates from 18 states. John Kasper was 
the principal speaker. 


Establishment of the new political group was viewed as 
an attempt to pool brains and resources for effective action. 
Hatemongering publicists and agitators—unlike Commu- 
nists—have generally lacked central direction and organi- 
zation. They have copied one another's ideas and tactics, 
exchanged lists, even plugged one another’s publications 
and personnel. But whenever they have tried to get to- 
gether, they have ended up fighting, usually over money or 
over who outranks whom. The quarrels have not ended,'® 
but the new party conceivably may serve as a loose working 
alliance and as a clearing house for ideas and literature. 
All members of the National States Rights Party are auto- 
matically supplied with The Virginian and the White Sen- 
tinel in addition to the party’s own organ, The Thunderbolt. 


SIGNS OF CENTRAL DIRECTION OF DYNAMITINGS 


Existence of a connection between recent bombings, 
though suspected, remains to be proved. In almost all cases 
the dynamiters seem to have taken pains to avoid killing 
or maiming people; the explosions have been so timed as to 
cause only property damage. The evident aim has been to 
intimidate Negroes, Jews, “race mixers,” ete., without in- 
flicting the human slaughter that would fire public opinion 
into vigorously demanding apprehension and punishment 
of the perpetrators. Some of the bombings and many of 
the follow-up threats have been attributed to the “lunatic 
fringe,” '® but similarities between others have led police 
to conclude that they may be manifestations of a terrorist 
conspiracy cutting across state lines. 


Drew Pearson said in his syndicated column on Nov. 15: 
“This writer has visited the chief cities where schools and 
places of worship have been dynamited recently and has 
come to the conclusion that these bombings are the work of 


% George Liricoln Rockwell, who did the printing for the National Committee to 
Free America From Jewish Domination, recently called the anti-Jewish movement in 
this country “90 per cent crackpot in character,”” and voiced strong objection ‘from 
a public relations standpoint” to the bombing of religious buildings. Rockwell's 
benefactor until two months ago, Harold L. Arrowsmith of Baltimore, has taken 
legal steps to force Rockwell to give up the house in Arlington, Va., and the print- 
ing equipment which he, Arrowsmith, bought for Rockwell's use. This rift seems to 
have brought to an end the National Committee to Free America From Jewish 
Domination. Rockwell's latest anti-Jewish tracts bear the signature of “World Union 
of Free Enterprise National Socialists (WUFENS), Lincoin Rockwell, Commander.” 

** Many of the bomb scares caused by telephone callers, particularly those warning 
of bombs in schools, are recognized as the work of pranksters. 


903 





Editorial Research Reports 


skilled dynamiters hired by a central ring of hatemongers.” 
The bombings in Atlanta, Ga., Clinton, Tenn., and Osage, 
W. Va., appeared to be unquestionably professional jobs. 
Twice this year, two institutions were bombed on the same 
day—the temple annex in Miami and the Jewish Commu- 
nity Center in Nashville on March 16; the Negro school and 
the Jewish Center in Jacksonville on April 27. In two 
bombing attempts in the past year that failed—Birming- 
ham, Ala., and Gastonia, N. C.—almost identical shopping 
bags were used to conceal the dynamite. Immediately after 
the bombing of. Jewish buildings in four cities—Atlanta, 
Jacksonville, Miami, Nashville—prominent individuals re- 
ceived mysterious telephone calls from persons who iden- 
tified themselves as members of the “Confederate under- 
ground.” 


Causes and Curing of Hatemongering 


LEADING CITIZENS and most newspapers in the South 
and in other parts of the country have deplored the recent 
bombings in strong terms. Gov.. Orval E. Faubus of Ar- 
kansas said on Oct. 27: “There must be no room in our 
hearts or minds for the sort of prejudice which has been 
the cause of bombing instances in other states.””. Faubus 
declared that if a bombing occurred in Arkansas, he would 
“use all powers at my command to bring the culprits to 
justice.” Other governors who have spoken out forcibly 
include Virginia’s J. Lindsay Almond, who said in a speech 
on Oct. 20: “Let us condemn in unmistakable language 
those among us in America who feel it incumbent on them- 
selves to threaten the safety of people.” Sen. Harry F. 
Byrd (D-Va.), chief architect of Virginia’s policy of mas- 
sive resistance to school integration, warned that state’s 
Democrats, Aug. 30, that violence of any kind would 
“weaken our righteous cause.” !7 


However, public figures and the press have not agreed on 
the underlying reasons for the dynamitings. Gov. Almond 
said he thought they were “inspired by Communists.” 
Robert Patterson, general executive secretary of the White 
Citizens Councils, said in a recent letter to Sen. Javits that 


17 The famed Southern Manifesto, signed in March 1956 by 101 members of Con- 
gress, commended resistance “by any lawful means” to forced integration but called 
on the people of the South “‘to scrupulously refrain from disorder and lawless acts.”’ 
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Jews should stay out of the struggle over integration; in 
effect, he blamed Jews themselves for an increase of anti- 
Semitism in the South. The Richmond News Leader sug- 
gested editorially last July 7 that anti-segregationist ac- 
tivity of the Anti-Defamation League might have “prompted 
this deplorable violence.” '* 


Others have contended that placing the blame on Com- 
munists or on Jews themselves is a smokescreen argument. 
They note that top-level hatemongers operating in the 
South—persons who inveigh against Negroes, Jews, the 
federal courts, ete.—have never been identified with the 
Communist Party and are notorious anti-Semites. John 
Kasper has acknowledged associating with Negroes in 
earlier days. He explained to delegates to the National 
States Rights convention, Aug. 30, that the reason he had 
fraternized with Negroes while living in New York was 
because he had once thought all problems would be solved 
if every “nigger” would kill a “‘kike.” 


Leaders in the hate cabal, as presently constituted, seized 
upon issue after issue following World War II in efforts to 
gain support for their contention that Jews were engaged 
in a demoniacal conspiracy. “Progressive education” was 
‘alled a Jew-inspired plot to make youth undisciplined. 
Fluoridation of drinking water was held up as a Jew-scheme 
for poisoning patriots. However, such techniques got little 
response; nor, by itself, did the charge that most Jewish 
leaders in America were in league with the Communists. 


The Supreme Court’s desegregation ruling of May 17, 
1954, produced the tensions and anxieties that comprise 
the classic breeding ground for successful agitation. A 
need for supporting literature caused leaders of the citi- 
zens’ council movement to search for useful items wherever 
they could be found.'’® In a circular letter dated Aug. 31, 
1954, Executive Secretary Patterson urged council members 
to read certain literature “pushing the segregation issue.” 
His list of recommended reading contained 35 items, 20 of 
which were anti-Jewish. Although many council leaders 
subsequently entered public disavowals of anti-Semitism, 


™ The Newa Leader editorial said: “By deliberately involving itself in the contro- 
versy over school segregation, this branch of B'nai B'rith is identifying all Jewry 
with the advocacy of compulsory integration. . . . Relations between Jews and 
Gentiles were excellent in the South before the ADL began setting up regional offices, 
as in Richmond, and stirring up clouds of prejudice and misunderstanding.” 

Speeches and statements of leading southern public officials, collected and printed 
at that time, still comprise about the only material available which is vigorously pro- 
segregationist without being also anti-Jewish. 


905 





Editorial Research Reports 


Patterson’s action ushered in the torrent of combined anti- 
Jewish, pro-segregationist literature that has reached every 
corner of the South. 


The argument that support of integration by Jewish 
groups has provoked temple and synagogue bombings suffers 
from the fact that Catholic and white Protestant churches 
in the South have not been bomb targets, despite the 
opposition to segregation voiced by many Christian clergy- 
men and organizations. The contention that spontaneous 
public furor lies behind the unsolved bombings suffers in 
the same way, because the explosions occurred at places 
where desegregation had proceeded peaceably, as in Osage, 
W: Va..*° or at places where it was not immediately in 
prospect. The only exceptions were Clinton and Nashville, 
Tenn.—the two communities where John Kasper was active 
in stirring up trouble. 


OTHER INFLUENCES UNDERLYING RECENT TERRORISM 

The mayor of Atlanta, William B. Hartsfield, said fol- 
lowing the temple dynamiting there: “Every rabble-rousing 
politician is a godfather” of this violence. Ralph McGill, 
editor of the Atlanta Constitution, described the bombings 


of schools and places of worship as “a harvest of defiance of 
courts and the encouragement of citizens to defy law on the 
part of many southern politicians.” McGill added: “Let it 
be understood that when leadership in high places in any 
degree fails to support constituted authority, it opens the 


gates to all those who wish to take law into their own 
hands.” 


The recent business recession may have added to the frus- 
tration characteristic of persons who promote the hate 
movement... Fear and resentment of Negro economic com- 
petition are generally considered to provide strong motiva- 
tion for anti-Negro activities, and one of the strongest 
charges anti-Semites have made against Jews is that they 
control financial power and the press. Students of prejudice 
rate economic frustration one of the chief factors behind 
the search for scapegoats. The fact that almost all of 
the bombings of the past two years have gone unpunished 
(and some almost uninvestigated) has probably encouraged 
potential dynamiters. 


* Charles A. Stevenson, superintendent of schools in the county in which Osage ir 
situated, said on Nov. 10: “There have been no racial problems whatever anywhere 
in the county I have tried te squelch the rumors that integration troubles are 
behind this. We don't have any evidence at all that this is so.” 
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PROPOSALS TO -FACILITATE INTERVENTION OF F.B.I. 

F.B.I. Director J. Edgar Hoover said on Oct. 23 that the 
bombing outrages could be “materially curbed by an aroused 
public opinion, a coordinated effort on the part of federal, 
state and local law enforcement agencies, and by stern 
treatment of the perpetrators.” Hoover announced that 
the F.B.L. planned to hold special conferences to outline 
to state and local law enforcement officials what the F.B.I. 
could and could not do in helping them to put the finger on 
bombing and bomb threat. suspects. 


The Department of Justice had made public, May 29, a 
letter from Deputy Attorney General Lawrence E. Walsh 
to Sen. Javits which said in part: “Ordinarily crimes of 
violence, including the bombing of religious buildings, are 
subject to exclusive state jurisdiction, even if they are the 
result of a conspiracy and even if the conspiracy is opera- 
{ive in several states. The [F.B.I.] ‘may undertake the 
investigation only as authorized by federal statute or if 
there is reason to believe that certain statutes have been 
violated.” 


Director Hoover explained on Oct. 23 just what the F.B.I. 
had done in the bombing cases: Agents and technical ex- 
perts were sent to the scene; laboratory facilities were 
made available ;*! and cooperation was further extended by 
“covering out-of-state leads of interest to state and local 
law enforcing groups.” Hoover said there had been no 
indication of federal law violations in the recent dynamit- 
ings. However, nothing seems to prevent the F.B.I. from 
making broad use of its investigatory powers in order to 
ascertain whether any federal law or constitutional right 
-has been violated. In fact, it has been reported that the 

sureau is now utilizing this authority to begin an elaborate 
investigation of hate: action. 


Strong bipartisan support has already built up in Con- 
gress for legislation to remove. all doubts as to the F.B.I.’s 
authority to act in bombing cases.” Bills to be introduced 
will probably be along the lines of those offered at the 


“ FLB.L. agents and technicians have helped gather and analyze bits of metal, paper 
soil, wires, remnants of the detonating devices. They have helped-to check and analyze 
fingerprints, foot prints, tire tracks, ink, printing and writing found at the scene 

“A group of 20 Republican senators and senatorial candidates, led by Rep. Hugh 
Seott (now Republican senator-elect from Pennsylvania), pledged Oct. 21 to co- 
sponsor’ legislation at the coming session of Congress to make it a federal crime to 
bomb schools, churches, or synagogues. Among those on record at the last session in 
favor of establishing concurrent F.B.1. jurisdiction in bombing cases were the 
senators from Alabama, Florida, and Texas. 
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last session and given a hearing by the House Judiciary 
Committee on June 18. Senior members of the committee 
advanced a bipartisan proposal, two months later, to make 
it a federal crime to ship explosives across state lines for 
terroristic purposes. Chairman Emanuel Celler and rank- 
ing minority member Kenneth B. Keating (R-N.Y.) said 
in a joint statement on Aug. 17 that the bill they proposed 
would “enable the F.B.I. to intervene promptly in the 
event of future dynamitings.” 


PROVISIONS OF CELLER-KEATING BILL 


A key provision of the Celler-Keating bill would have 
prohibited importation or interstate transportation of ex- 
plosive material “with the knowledge or intent that it 
will be used to damage or destroy any building for the 
purpose of interfering with its use for educational, religious, 
charitable or civic objectives or of intimidating any person 
pursuing such objectives.” The bill would have justified 
immediate F.B.l. entry in bombing cases by creating the 
presumption that explosives. used in bombings had been 
brought across state lines. Celler and Keating said the 
bill would not take away any power or responsibility from 


local authorities; it would simply give the federal govern- 
ment “the kind of coordinate responsibility that the F.B.I. 
has in many types of criminal cases.” 


A major problem iin framing acceptable legislation in 
1959 will be to draft it in such a way as to give local law 
enforcement officers no reason to let up on their own 
investigations. Also controversial may be the question 
of whether suspects are to be tried in either federal or 
state courts, or only in state courts.24 The administration 
has taken no definite position on federal legislation to deal 
with the bombing problem. However, Deputy Attorney 
General Walsh said in his letter to Sen. Javits: “It has 
seemed obvious that the prosecution of this type of crime 
would be far more effective, its deterrence of future acts 
more certain, and its meaning to all the world more clear, 
if conducted by the outraged communities themselves 


* The bill was modeled on the Lindbergh law, which makes it a federal offense to 
transport any kidnaped person in interstate commerce and creates the presumption 
that a person was so transported if not released within 24 hours after being seized. 

™ The Celler-Keating bill provided the optional approach. It authorized the death 
penalty for persons convicted in a federal court, if death resulted from violation of 
the proposed law. Otherwise, penalties would have ranged up to $1,000 fine and a 
year's imprisonment The latter penalties would have applied also to giving false 
information about a bombing or alleged bombing by mail, telephone, or telegraph. 
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rather than left to some outside force because of some 
assumed inadequacy of. local will or leadership.” 


OQuUSTACLES TO BARRING HATE MATERIAL FROM MAIL 


in the opinion of government lawyers, the federal statute 
most applicable to hate literature is a law which makes 
it a crime to use U.S. postal facilities to transmit “obscene, 
lewd, lascivious, indecent, or vile’’ matter. The law de- 
fines the term “indecent” to include “matter of a character 
tending to incite arson, murder, or assassination.” But 
the preponderance of hate literature does not directly sug- 
yest arson, murder, or assassination. Only one publication 
has been barred from the mails on the ground that it 
incited one of these three crimes—an Industrial Workers 
of the World publication put out in the early 1920s. 


Alarmed by the fact that hate sheets had been found in 
the vicinity of bombed buildings, and by the fact that the 
volume of hate mailings apparently had been rising, Herbert 
bs. Warburton, general counsel of the Post Office Depart- 
ment, conferred on Oct. 22 with Malcolm Anderson, Assist- 
ant Attorney General in charge of the Justice Department's 
Criminal Division. A statement after the meeting said: 

The two departments will cooperate vigorously in taking action 
ayainst those publications which violate existing law. The diffi- 
culty, of course, is that many of these publications will not violate 
present laws even though they are warped and abhorrent. Repre- 
sentatives from both departments will study the possibility of new 
legislation to see if laws can be drafted to prevent these publica- 
tions from being sent through the mails. The problem, of course, 


is to determine a way to accomplish this within the framework 
of constitutional guarantees of freedom of speech. 


One proposal under discussion would extend present pro- 
scriptions on mailings inciting murder, arson, and assassi- 
nation to include those which incite violence against public 
or private property. Other possibilities are to prohibit use 
of the mails to solicit funds for printing outlawed literature 
and to forbid transmission of material threatening persons 
or groups. These proposals, however, would not reach most 
of the hate literature now being turned out. Only a 
minor portion of it threatens specific persons with harm, 
asks for money to finance outlawed tracts, or is plainly 
intended to incite to violent action.*® 


* A practical obstacle to stopping hate mail is that most of it ia sent first clasa in 
sealed envelopes. Postal officials are not authorized to open first class mail unless 


they get a warrant on a showing of good reason to believe it contains non-mailable 
matter. 
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Sweeping measures to strike at defamatory literature 
have been discussed but have gained little support from 
members of Congress or the Justice Department. One sug- 
gestion is federal legislation to require groups which at- 
tempt to influence public opinion to disclose pertinent facts 
about themselves—officers, finances, purposes. Another is 
a federal group libel law forbidding transmission through 
the mails of matter defaming racial or religious groups. 


The disclosure provision of the Internal Security Act 
of 1952 has been combated successfully so far by the 
“Communist-action” and “Communist-front” organizations 
to which it was supposed to apply. A few states outside 
the South have group libel:laws, but even agencies dedi- 
cated to fighting bigotry generally oppose such laws on 
the ground that they may suppress legitimate criticism. 
Devotion to the First Amendment rights of free press, 
speech, and. assembly may keep either of these proposals 
from receiving serious consideration in Congress. 


The American Jewish Congress at a meeting in Philadel- 
phia on Nov. 23 recommended making transportation of 
explosives across state lines a federal crime but opposed 
enactment of a federal group libel law. It warned that 
such a statute, while used today to silence hatemongers, 
might be resorted to tomorrow to silence unpopular 
minorities. 


VALUE OF. PUBLIC REVULSION: AGAINST ACTS OF HATE 


Because it is doubtful that publication and distribution 
of hate literature can be materially curbed, the problem is 
to find other means of curbing the violence and threats of 
violence which the literature has abetted. Attorney Gen- 
eral William P. Rogers said at a news conference, Nov. 13, 
that the Justice Department was considering legislation 
to cope with the bombings, but that “It would be unwise to 
think that legislation is the answer, [because] the problem 
is deeper.” 


Indignation over the bombings has led to steps to organ- 
ize public opinion.as a deterrent force. The “Americans 
Against Bombs of Bigotry,” a group formed in mid-Novem- 
ber, already has enlisted the support. of numerous promi- 
nent persons, including Gov. Luther H. Hodges of North 
Carolina and Mayors Hayden Burns of Jacksonville, William 
B. Hartsfield of Atlanta, Bruce Hoblitzell of Louisville, and 
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Ben West of Nashville. The co-chairmen of the new 
group, Charles P. Taft of Cincinnati and Gov.-elect Edmund 
G. (Pat) Brown of California, said in a statement, Nov. 11, 
that it would “provide a means by which citizens could 
contribute to the communities and congregations which have 
suffered, and: post standing rewards for apprehension of 
the guilty.” 6 


An obstacle in the way of massive South-wide denuncia- 
tion of the hate bombings is that the problem has gotten 
inextricably bound up with the question of school segrega- 
tion. Observers agree that the full force of southern opin- 
ion can be brought to bear in the situation only when it is 
made plain to the general public that denunciation of dyna- 
mite crews and hate cabals does not entail acceptance of 
racial integration. It is worthy of note that what really 
brought to an end most of the terroristic practices of the 
Ku Klux Klan in the 1920s was public revulsion against 
Klan lawlessness and violence. 


As for anti-Semitism, it never has had much appeal for 
Southerners. Jews comprise less than one per cent of the 


population of the ‘Old South, and many of them have roots 
in the region that extend back to colonial:days. One ob- 
server recently wrote: “Hopefully, the bombings of Jewish 
institutions have served to rouse the silent. South to the 
danger posed by the extremists in its midst—if so, it is 
ironical that the southern Jew, whose own silence has been 


so pronounced and emphatic, should serve as the alarm 
bell.” 27 


** The group grew out of a “Bricks for Brotherhood” campaign launched by Drew 
Pearson to aid rebuilding of the bombed high school at Clinton, Tenn. 


27 Nathan Perlmutter, “Bombing in Miami,’’ Commentary, June 1958, p. 503. 
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